ON THE EDGE | Column

Boaby an Bald
Knob. Sorry,
couldn't rasist!
(Wewings phota)

The guirky
Birdwarks Zipper

is the brainghild

of Steve Hinderks
and is naw back in
preduction courtasy
of On The Edge
Sailplanes.

F3F and F38
champion Mark
Southal managed to
pull off the doubls.

ith the BMFA F3F

Mational Championships

finishing in excellent
style on the famous Bwlch Mountain
in South Wales and a very turhulent
final race of the BMFA F3F League
testing pilot skill and sense of
humour at Whitesheat Hill in
Wiltshire, the competitive summar
slope racing season drew to a closa
to make way for the cold but very fast
winter saries,

Craam usually rises to the top so it
was no surprise that we found Greg
Dakin storming ahead with some
fantastic flights in Wales to take the
Mational Championship title with his
Race M Ultimate and Mark Southall

yat again taking the F3F League title
to add to his F3B "B’ League win for
an F3X doubla. When was the last
time that happenad then? With thres
winter league events occurring
through November to March on
different days at the Hole of Horcum
{Yorkshire), the Bwlch and the Long
Mynd (Shropshire) there’s no
shortage of flying on offer, indeed
slopa recards and parsonal bests
have already started to fall,

NOT MY DESTINY AFTER ALL
On the subject of records, my
apologies go to Joe Manor the
305mph world Dynamic Soaring {DS)
record holder pictured with his

bar the shouting

PACKING UP HIS
SLOPE RACERS
FOR THE SEASON,
ANDY ELLISON
CONSIDERS SLOPE
AEROBATICS

AND MOURNS
THE DEMISE OF A
CLASSIC RADIO

impressive own-design 160" 05 ship
hack in the July issue. | called the
model a Destiny which is an entiraly
different aircraft altogether, so I'll put
that down to anothear in an increasing
number of senior momants.

Joa's model is the latest in a long
lina of his own ‘Dynamic’ designs and
by far the most impressive. This large
version is a test ship designed to
research size and weight against
speed and fits right in with the 'on the
edge’ ethos that this column has
always st out to explare. Joa
designed the airframa to & 80G load
axpactancy, in fact the wing is strong
anaugh to park a car on, thanks in part
to the two spars that are @ach 28mm
widae. The spar caps are made from
Graphlite Ultra High Modulus
uni-carbon (UHM) and the entire spars
were wrapped tightly with 80K Kevlar
before being inserted into a heawvy
carbon sleeve and vacuum bagged.
Joe spent around 100 hours on the
spars that alone weigh 10 lbs!
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